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Why is clean code important?



• Find bugs before they land in production  

• Maintain code  

• Add new features



“Code should be written to minimize  
the time it would take for someone else  
to understand it. 
— The Art of Readable Code



Culture of writing clean code



Section Title



Encourage Strategic over Tactical Programming



Spike



Coding Conventions



“All code in any code-base should look like  
a single person typed it, no matter how many 
people contributed. 
— Rick Waldron



Follow Coding Conventions

• WordPress Coding Standards  
- https://developer.wordpress.org/coding-standards/wordpress-coding-

standards/ 

• Google Coding Conventions  
- https://google.github.io/styleguide/

https://developer.wordpress.org/coding-standards/wordpress-coding-standards/
https://developer.wordpress.org/coding-standards/wordpress-coding-standards/
https://developer.wordpress.org/coding-standards/wordpress-coding-standards/


Lint Tools & Code Formatters



Normalize Nitpicking
(Be Kind)



Normalize Nitpicking

• Naming (functions and variables)

• Avoid generic names ( like tmp, retVal )

• Use specific words

• Attach important details ( like _ms or raw_ ) 



Normalize Nitpicking

• Avoid abbreviations (var BEManager - what is BE?) 

• Code comments 

• Code organized in blocks or paragraphs 



Normalize Nitpicking









Recap

• Encourage the right mindset

• Coding conventions

• Strong code review culture

• Role Models

• Internal wiki

• Reward structures



“Programs must be written for  
people to read, and only incidentally  
for machines to execute. 
— Harold Abelson,  

 Director of Creative Commons and Free Software Foundation.



Thank you.


